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LEAD-IN 

'•�o ev ery :thing the�e is a seasotu". 
( Ecc·lesiastes 3:1 ) · 

· 

· 

The .latest indication that the renewed 1nter'est in ley 
hunti�g is fast gathering momentum is that SagQ Press is to 
repubJ.ish ·the late Alfred Watkins 's "The Old Str�ight .Track" . 
this year • . Another Sago Press book,also for publication·, 
around June, is · a reprint .of Guy Underwood's p·ost}:fumous work, 
"The .Pattern of the Past." Sago Press,an imprint of Garnstone 
Press,published John Michel1 's remarkable "The View Over 
Atlantis" last ,year. 

To put previous work done in the field of ley hunting 
into _p_erspective, I include in .this issue a retrospe ctive 
artic_le. on the history of ley hnnting by PhiliP Heselton, 
and Tony W'edd describes how he came to associate the subject 
Wii�h flytng saucer phenomena. Also Circumlibra ,(the pen name 
of a Yorkshire contributor ) ·writes about.a ley in his local­
ity,a�d Barba�a Crump discusses her investigation of a sect­
ion of The Fosse .Way. 

*+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++* • +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ • 
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FIF.TY YEARS OF TJEY 
HUNTING 

! ,brief oUtline from � 1920s .to _ the present day 
. .  · .. , . ... ... . 

.
. 

· · · ' · .... :;···. 
" -by- . 

' ·  ·:.'·" · Phi�ip Heselton 
,., . .. ' . � ·:· .,,� . 

The· 8$.jee·t· ·df: _ley:s nas at the ·moment p:robably fired. the 
public i'�;B.gi!l�.tton · more than at any time since Alfred 

· 

Watkins· ·m�de · h.i·s· ·. dt �c overi es . almost 50 yeB:rs '· agq� ' We · c·an . 
trace,however.a·;cohtiiiuous thread. e>f. ·d·is'cov�ry thr�oughout · 

this time and' I hope ... tc)· :indicate a f:ew. :or· the maj 9:r' � ·"mark� 
stones" in the-. nisto.ry· of ley hunting since ·"Ea.�lY British> 
Trackways:" was . pub1.:1.ahed in 1922-. ·.�·. . . . :: .·.. . .. • . . ' 
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"our. fir.s.t. "mark-stone" wa·s· . in>-1·925,:when the publication 
of "The·· Old ·-B�traight Track, ''by Methuen, :i'eallY launched th.e 
subject . .  Q.:n .to . an unsuspecting :public in a big way. Such . .  was ·-··· 
the ··interest al-ous'ed that wi th"fri .a year. the Straig�t Track . . C lub had been formed by Watkins at the suggesti.9n o:f .Mrs. B. M. 
Cai'bonnel,�Uld. it was under. the aegis of the . . s· .• T.C. that most 
of the pre�war resea�·c·h. -:i.nto ··· the subject was done. 

1927 saw the appearance of "Tb.e L�Y Hunter's Manual" -
one of the first "paperbacks" ever published, I think! -
evidence of an increasing demand for a .. :practical handbook to 
what the Birmingham Post had called -"a·new outdoor hobby." In 
the same year the S.T.C. :postal folios were started. Each me­
mber contribute& an article or pa})·er about thei-r own discove­
ries and theories and sent the folio· on to the next member on 
the list:• ov:er · the- years,sev.eral volumes. packed w_ith a wealth 
of �nformati'on· � wer.e. ·co1lec.t·ed. ·These have . been preserved and 
are avai1abTe ·to ·be consulted ·i.n .. Jierefo�d City Library.· · · 

.In . th� 
·
y·e.a;r-��� ·between ·1933 and· 1939 Summer Fie·ld;· Me.e.tings :. , 

wer�� .heid ·in .. · · · .. tieref.ord,sa1isbtlry-, Exeter·iChel tenham,Angie.sey, 
Harrogate and .Rishg_u:ardc. The·s·e las-ted tlwee or -four· days anct.. . · 
were led by a member who knew. the area being visited� Sites of 
general archaeological interest were seen and leys were fol1-
owede Th.es·e· Wer.e · probably great opportunities for the .members 
to get together and·discuss·their latest . findings,since they 
lived �n·· many parts. of the co-untry; often great ·�distances· from .. 
any ··cai:rventel'l� meeting :plaoe. 

· 

--Hewever;ce�tain: f�esh'·iines
.
9f resea.rch.did·begin to . emerge, one ·of the 'mos.t impprtant ··of which -was that. undertaken. 

by Major F.C . Tyler,the firs·t secretary· of the S.:T.C. He dtect. ... 
in 1939, several months before the publication of his b9ok "The: 
Geometrical Arrangement of Ancient Sites,"which was put toget­
her by S·oT.Co memb.ers ·from his lecture notes and other writings. 
The RUPlication of this boolc is our next important "mark-stone," 
since Tyler takes the alignment theory orie stage further by 
postulating that many sites . . ¥iere also located on the circumfer­
ences of circles centred on some . . particularly important site, 
such as Stonehenge, He �lsq found· that the radii of these cir­
cles were ... a11. · inul tiples of a .. prehistoric ·v.p.it_·q:fl length disc-
overed by another prominent SoT.C .. . . member,Arthur·--taviton� . 

Lawt:bh :. 
alsp, in 1938, in a pape� .: entitled "Mysteries of .,:.�·:-:- .�.: : ·:': ·

·
. 

Ane.ient· ··-Man, "relat.es leys,for· what· .... r .. ·thirik was· the first time;·· 
to a grid. of. "power�1 wb.ich he suggested e�anated f't-om th� ·cen­
tre o:f :.�·:the · ea�.t-h� ']his ... grid·: g�v-e off.· rad'iat i.ons which .. might be 
harmf.tll if dw�lling� .. . · w.er.e loc�ted. �ight·.:· over· the· line. He. sugg­
ested: ··tha't ·in. prehistoric t1mes .. . :nie!l 1rp.evV' of this ·force and . 
sited their dwellings.· :ace o:rd.irigJ.y, an· ·art· which we .. now· s:eem. to 
have lost. · ·  · · · · ·· ·� · '/: · · .. · .. -� · '  · 

1939 reallY marks the end
, 

of
. 

o� first
, 

p�riod ·��d by 1945 
a whole new generation had come upon the subject,some appare­
ntly having discovered ieys independently,since they had neve� 
heard of Watkins or Tyler. 



The members of' th·e · f3 .
.. t.c. were by now getting fairly 

elderly and the initiative seems to have been taken over 
by the Avalon Society,org_<;t·nts.ed by Egerton Sykes,and members 
did some interesting and original work. K.H•Koop had plottea 
a".· se.ries .-of' alignments throughout· .the··whole· ·of: 'Southern Eng­
Iand,_based = on···the · �'Goldharbour" s·ighting stations,which Wat­
kins originallY mentioned-,and some remarkable hill-top alig­
nrneJ?. t.s ·.in Wa 1 es. 

F�··:R.wa·tts·,in ox:rordshtre,was also plotting details of 
mar�-st;one aiignments and concentric circles in the 
Cotswold area·, but although many other present-day research­
·ers were engaged in �eveloping their ideas ,.i:t. must be 
admitted that the 1950s seem to have been rather a d ormant 
period· _for ley resea

.
rch generallY •

. 

The �odern period can:really be said to have got under 
w-ay when we reach our next major "mark-stone,"in 1961,when 
Tony Wedd br.ought out ·his booklet on "Skyways and 
Landmarks, "which seems to have been the first att·empt to 
conp.ect .the sub.j.(3ct. with .that of orthoteny,whi�h .had been 
propounded by Aime Michel in his book "Flying Saucers and 
the Stra;:tght�line Mystery." 

rt also introduced. several of us for the first tinie to 
the subject of leys. I was personallY fascinate-.: by the 

·implications and keenly set about looking for leys on maps 
and tracking them down on the ground. By this time the 
S.T.C. ��d lA.ng since folded up and the Avalon Society 
appeared to b� going in other directions·, so we · decided to 
:form· a ·."Ley Hunters' Club." We contacted. as. many original 
members. of the S.T�C. as we could,and I had·_ the pleasure 
:o:r meeting ·many of'· them and gaining some valuable knowle­
dge on

.
many aspects of" leys. 

In 1962 we had a · meeting in London and had · several 
fielQ.-trips, but distance between members mitigated._ against 
�uch efforts. For about two years,however,we published the 

··o:riginal "Ley �unter" until .it.cea$.ed publication in 1966. 
Due to the enthusiasm of' the p.�es�nt editor, however ,pubr"i­
cation. has now been resumed�and ·s.tanding_by this latest 
·"ruark�·stone" we should be able to .look in both directions, 

. past and f'utur� • . I_ hope I ·have giyen a brief account of' 
th�. main .features of th€3 .. subject's history since Watk:ins 's-
d::ts�overy. PE;rhap� in a_:rurt�er_article I might be.ab1e to 
giv:·e �erne ideas·. on where the .future might lead us •-

-

HHHHliHHHHHHHHHH�HH.HHHHHH.EHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH 
. . . . -

In a� parody ·.o f'  ·:advertis·emEnits::f'·or ·such riew publications_ as· 
,,··: '�Man,:-Myth arid -.Ma-gic;T"Pr1vate Eye· includ'ed·'·thfs.·:rake entry:·· 

\ ·. 

:." _; WAS STONEHENGE ·A··T. Vo. CENTRE? · · .  

. •. ...... 
. . . . . . : .  

. . ' . : .. - · . · ,  · ·. 

Top 'ast�on·omers .. me.a·s:tire .. the -latest ev-idence 
·ab'o:ut ·tif'e in prehis'toric. Brita.in and _reach 
som� ·st�rtling conclusioris. 

· · · 

. -
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THE PATH 

-by­

Tony Wedd· --

_, My first discovery of _Watkins 's theories about leys was 
. ac; .PT��anied by an immediate .. :piece Of corroboration "in the 

:- :field"; and i't seems ·t.o me . that it .is only in this pers-q;nal 
: ._ W·?Y' one - of us . a� a-t i_Jll_$-� that we e an dhec k the the.or i es. _When 

__ - .. you hav.e tentatively _mqpped a scor�e . of· leys
-

and yisi t -a-
--place:.where, -on ·the 'map,you have found two p·encil lines to 
cross,and there discover a mark stone._.or a p'ine···cllimp·, just 
wh�re you.'d expect. one; you have in · your 6wn.-way prov·eru·tnat 
there is something-in the theory - but.only - for yourself'� 
For someqne else,the serial ord·er of prediction and verifl­
cat±on runs. dif.:Cerently·, and· might seem 1ess conclusive.· ;Where 
you, working· from. twc�o or three initial 111arks,discover the· pos­
ition· of another on the line,the other fellow might reject 
all four ?-B· inadequate - a mere chance alignment. 

T ·i�ead. "T.he Old· Str�ight- Track" .. in 1 949, and fresh from 
reading it took a walk across Parliament Hill to Highgate 
Ponds;turning there towards Ken Wood,and climbing Up the 
slope, I spotted -a solitary Scots pine tree among the beeches. 
"A mark!-, "I called ecstatically. It stood a clear 10ft. above 
the other trees,like a flag on top of a fortress,its mushroom 
structure always pressing for _the extra light due to its extra 
height. ··� · :-· 

: . -

; .. .. : . . .. . . . 
It often se�ms to ·me tha·t the lay of _the land itself rev-

eals the· angl�e. from which a mark is ineant. to o ·�·: ;approached.· 
So.?as I stood there on Hampstead Heath, I .felt that-· it was 
just from ;that point of View·· tha·t tb.e slngle surviving pinus· · 
sylvestrt·� was. intended · to· be seeno ·With what delight, there­
fore, on _·scanning the surrounding heath did· I

· 
spot, barely 50 

yards ·to my left - The Tumulus ! There . is only the one,toppeCL 
by pinus sylvestris,and encircled ··by a crown of thorns:. 

With t:wo points fixed, T riow ·had, the, position of- the ley. 
Return�ng home_, and ·plo-tting it upon the map� I _:found ·that Jt 
:passed through Westminster .Abbey:_ano.ther piece of luck,as I· 
had the story o:f it-s founding' in a book of legends. There was� 
a mir�culous element about · its consecration - St Peter:c�m� -
in :persqn ·to conduct the· rite - which I interpretedi as···meaning 
that the. site: was . already bless-ed in some way. It took its· · 
name' Thqrney Island,:from a c onspi<?Upus· m?rk, a halloW-ed. ·clump 
of hawthorn;reminding .. me 6f th� UFO- I haili .s-een on Thorney j-

Island i.n Ghiches'.-ter Harbour, back in 194.1 o T am even disposed­
to plead that the ley was· marked with hawthorns on the lower 
ground,and cnanges to pines on higher ground, and that the 
double planting around the tumuius was to mark th:e changeover-. ' 

Some knoWl_edge of the. old ·1eys seem� .to nave been extant 
when the. mo:riast.eries and,_· e&rly churches .0'3.me to be Sited .; and_ 
place' names clearly indicate that 'the ·I!led:ieval world knew all 
about them, even though 'they dated back f0.r beyond pre-Roman 
times. · · · ' · · · 
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•• - "1· • o'l;-·'·· � r ... . ··-: .. ... ·"'i-' :

. 
-

·;..' 

· . ... , . .. _, 
. . �-

Ev-idently _the Anglo-Saxnn invaders did not ·dis�ard· them, 
as·: .they did .t:t?-e _cities and the .. _J:e�_rning of' the :Romani�e� 
;E?r i to;r;u?. PresurJial:>l_y · they rep:rlesen�eq. an - inval uag.l.e, c o�uptry­
vride .$UrVey SY?tein, useful-� t6. the ··r·armer:::folk in-' th�ir ,._:trav­
els;and one must. suppose that they_v,vere.tdentical in ·that 
respect to those in· the homeland· from .which the invad·ers .

· 

Game. Even in· ::t-\..frica, a:Lter the trees and forests have been 
iost, some···v.§_st·ig·e� of: the leys remain as notches in the . 
skyline-• . Th� American Indian seems to use a system of stra­
ight T-ines· �·ased · on cairns,and one may reasonably suppose. 

"·that·· the_ley· ·systems are worldwide. 
· 

_ .' ·r:r th�t is so,and I believe it is,they represE?nt a 
frR.gmen·t- .bf··8ome lost,prehistoric culture that embraced .. 
the who�e World. I see them as part of a lost technology, 
l-ost· to· earthlings·· at ·le8.st,for it is possible that men 
of bther. worldp ,still use' the leys;. and their yisits go 
back many aeons of time, I think. ·our determination to 
believe our modern,w6r1dwide technology,basE?d on the 
wheel �:is the :r irst that ever �existed blinds us to 'the 
evidence that there ·'was· Rnother such a civilisation 
earl.Jer ; but I believ e· ' 1t 'di<! not use the · wheel9 and that 
wheels. are .not any .longer needed on our path to progress, 
but have become . a  hindrance ·to. it. The old folk memory of' 
"perp.etual :motion" carries over, I believe9the memory of 
mRchin,es that worked on cosmic, or ·"free" energy. A moving 
pa.rticl� o�. �ay,.passing through a magne.tic field,ought to 
of' f.e�, 

.
. �c.ope .:for young inventors, and it i� astonishing how 

much' ,t;h.e. world' might change if people would try and t�ink 
back .to tho.$.e ,times :some of' U3 were of' the establishme1t, 
some lived on the f' r.inges of . civilisation;but I believe 
all . of l).S V(�re, .of . it just because 1 t was worldwide. The · 

KahU:na of Hawaii and the Siberian _Shaman may ·in -their 
di:f:Lerent wa_ys have a small hold upon . the past, some frag­
ment ·w:tl'ic_h can still be made to work, j11:st as in Europe . 
the wit.c,hes oper2.ted ·a hypnotic suggestion9putting their 
patients·· "under a sp.ell." So it ·doesn't seem. impossible. 
that the- nRVfgat'or ·to Christopher Columbus had a map that. 
gAve· the· coRst.line;o:r·Aritarc.tica (the

. 
Piri Reis Map),or· 

that ·:Asoka·• s Colurnh in Delhi is ma.de of iro.ri so 'pure that. 
modern '�olindries woUld be hard put to duplicate it,or 
that·c'ities oh the mountains in the Andes are buiit of 
huge stones,'precisely hewn,and di:Lficult .to move.· e:men in 
these days of wheel' arid steei,let alone with llamas and 

' 
. . 

copper. . 
..

. 
, 

' I,--� - • ' • • • ' 

I sometimes wonder whether La.n6:�1ot· (papa;bil·i ty) · BroWin, 
the lB.nCis·cape· architect· Who made_ SUCh a · point of" planti:p.g 
we11.:...slted, tree citunps· · for pureiy · aesthe._tic reas·ons,may· 
in ·fac·t .

. have had an· intuitive knowfledge · of the- - old leys .. · 

and' R�·wish to· restore them. So that eve.,P, a "modern " 
. 

letnds·• ape pla-.ting may 'Y.�t f•ilow· the .;ld _pat�e.rns. There 
used to be a strong tabeo against :f_elling .the ,,eld tree 
clumps (especiallY the "groves"),a:itd a man wh.- had a -� 

memory e:f having transgressed might bring it over int'• 
a modern lifetime. 

5 • 
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The· c1.ump at Mark' Beech- in-- Kent is mixed :)\eechs:· yes, )ut 
pine trees too. Possibly the latter were so taken;·:f·or . 

. granted in the loCal marks that it was on1 t necessary: tb 
menti-on the former. Just under the hill: there lives a Mrs. 
Everest·,who saw a saucer in the early hours of August'23� 
19609whom I interviewed a rew days 1ater� It was a :pul·sa.t;...; 
in,� L•ed and, whi t· e object ,moving in a rough north-west dir­
ection:more or �ess al bng the line of· a 1ey rrom a pine 
clump on Lyewood Common (Ley-Wood ?), · c •· 

It so happened that abo-q_t a:week berore,and a week arter 
thRt sighting, there were UFns ·seen at Keston,a place which 
ha.s a cross..-roads named Keston· Mark. The conjunction or the 
two place names was too big a hint to miss - and I began to 
suppose rrom that date that the saucers' crews knew about 
the leys. This very January) 1970,I hear that this is true: 
they do. · 

· 

There was another very·good sighting over Tonbridge,by 
Mr. and Mrs. Hol ma�,on November 1, 196 1,but when -I inter­
viewed th�m it wa$ arter dark. It was quite.a while later 
that I realised that a group or pine trees stood just . where 
they had seen it. Then again,in 1967,Miss Ginnie Lockhart 
and c:t· friend saw a UFO hovering above the excellent clump 
by the rock at Chiddingstone H�ath (the word means rock). 

;.'1 --

·I have always champ1oned tpe story of Buck Nelson, 
because in his·book "My rrrip to Mars,the Moon;and Venus," 
he wrote:"Anot,her reason they come to my place is that the 
me1gn�tic currents are just right here • • • •  The spaceme'n tell 
me t�at where the magnetic currents cross is comparable -to 
a crossroads sign. These currents or lines or force are 
named and numbered." He couldn't have re id anything more 
completely in accord with the theories of Watkins,or whom 
I .  think he cqn never have heard mention,though Watkins 
twice refers to No:tth American Indians and their prerer-:­
ence for straight tracks. · 

Although 1 eys may be known the ·world over,. I am very 
WP.ry of proj�cti�g _them over _long distamces,certainly; .not 
round the wor.ld9 as some were disposed to do with Michel 's 
Bayonne�Vichy line. ·If they are named and numbered,like 
1 ines ·of'- :r:orc e 9 they wi 11 be f_ound in roughly para 11 e1 sys­
tems or fi:elds; and only ope of such a set .could be a great 
circle l·J.ne9 enti t'led to be drawn on an Ordnance Survey 
(polyconic) Map as a straight line. And that is bad,�or 
once you start allowing yourself the liberty of bend1ng 
your .1ey l:i.ne-s a little, where will you stop? 

_ 

'The answer p.ro:babJ_y lies in using an' instrument to_ 
follow the magnetic c.urrents,1ik;e' ,the pendu1uin used by Guy. 
Underwood, as described in his book· ttThe Pa tt�rn: of the 
Past." His· _1 ines are anything but_ straight, an.d espec �llY 
liable _tp coil up tit sptra)_s, o\er .t .. he sites_ or underground 
springs. He �race.s three. types o� _current,wh1ch9like Wat­
kins's_ salt,r-Lint and pottery pedl�rs' rout.es.,allow.s f.or 

. 
. 



t�lr�E;e dif'fer�nt name$· ror the · numbered systems. My prefer­
ence is for :four- -types-of mark;in-line with. the names of 
��e classic elements:air�earth,fire,water - giving us. 
trees;stones and tumuli;beacons and sunrises;and ponds and 
:fords. This:has not got-�me any forrarder.,howev�r,in mapping 
?nd assessing the old leys. 

. :.of> c��se9 when Aime Miche1 ' s  book "Fiy:i.ng Saucers and 
the Straight-line Mystery" came my way,I wanted to lcnow . if 
there were pine t�ees where his orthotenies cross$d. Or · 

,rather,to restrict my_investigation somewhat,at those pla­
ces where the 0Fos visibly altered course,and at the mom­
ent of doing so executed a falling leaf manoeuvre. So I 
set off one day in August 1963 on a 5t day tour . of North­
ern France. I visited Meursagnes first9in Burgundy,and just 
about where Mo and Mmeo Vitre had observed their UFO,and 
alerted nearby farmers,I found a group of three pine trees. 
E'trike·>one! At Frasne,disappointed, I found nothing - until. 
I reread my Michel,and realised that actuallY the UFO had 
been seen south and west of Dompierre. Useful negative 
check;you cRnnot find pine trees just be going out look­
ing for them� Travelling on to Le Tertre I found a little 
knoll by the roadside,with a little shrine set at its 
edge,and a tree clump including both pinus �igra and pinus 
sylvestris:Holy Ground,beloved by the gods. (Maybe some 
2nge1s died at Meurs-anges?) Strtke two! NBxt I visited the 

·Rhine bank· between Niffer and Kembs and saw nothing in the 
twilight,so turned ·irtt·o the woods ·to camp. In the morning 
I found·myself in a forest thick with Scots·pines! Too 
thick to make out any· one particular·mark point,so I .could 
only .allot myself 2t points out of three. Mayb:e that's not · 
conclusive for anyone but me. But J:returned h9me well 
satisfied that leys and orthotenies had some very promising 
.points of·· similarity. 

7. 

Ih. some sort of quest 1 ike that, we all . set ourselves ·· a_ 
t�rget to achieve in life,despite all the dogmas of scien­
tific materialism. It has nothing proveable about it. 
Sometimes the objective may be only half-conscious,something 
personal and intuitive� To quote Dr. Edward Bach;discoverer 

· of .the Bach Floral Remedies:"Let· everyone remember that his· 
· soul has Iaid down for him a particular work,and unless he 
. does that work, though perhRps not consciously ,he will inev..­

i tably ··raise a conflict between his soul· and personality 
·which of ·necessity reF�cts in the f'orm of physical disorde­
rs." The c:trchetypal quest for the Holy Grail·may mean t0 

·A · an investig8.tion into flying sA-ucers, to B a legendary 
mystique surrounding Glastonbury,to C the ancient and ann­
U8.l slaug}1ter of the. priest-ki.ng respo:q.sible _f'or :rerti li ty: 
yet A is seektng_the god or gods�B the old religion which 
incorporated much o:r the lost science,C 'that harmony of'�··· 
living Wit� �lants and a�imals.all servin� the Lif'e Fo�c�. r . 

. Different pathsllmaybe,but like.the old conundrUm of' the 
l�ys,all. goj_l}.g iri much the ·same direction. · � · · ·  · 

. . � . . � . ; . . .. 



8· 
Tao is .the Chinese word for The Way,tn wh ich perhap s  a 

rr1ore :f 2mil i :: r phra_..se is '�St r8ight is -the· p a t h  and narrow is 
the way . " Ley s� . .  of c our se , are wel l  known in China as the· 
Dragon Pul se .• '· Mus t. we reduc.e th$m; t o  ·the: p-ed lar s ' trac ks f'or 
salt , f'ltrit. a·nd p o t tery ? No harrn in 1.. iving ·acc ording t o  one's 
t rRde,c er trlinly,and t he m ore exc el l ent:the·war es , t he· more· 
c �; li+; t o  Y ou. But in these t erribly commerc ial ( and dis h on­
est) times we need n o t  .. confus e t he Ta o  with anything s o  ma t ­
eri8.l_ is tic .  Rat her� we c ould l o ok up a b t  t m ore , per hap s t o  s ee 
a s hining , irride s c ent ob j ec t  in the sky .  "The. Way is .. dar k.,. and 
I am :fRr :fr om home , lead thou_me on.1' Did Ca�di:p.a.l Newman ever 
see·a UFa? Did. he refer t o  the one h overing over Bethlehem ? 
Or have there been o t her oc c asions , a nd o t her ques t s , in whic h 
UF'O s  have guided peop le t o  a rendezvous ·agreE;;d 1n p:r,incip le 
before they inc ar nated , in f'uif'i l l ment , that . is, of' what we 
c h o ose t o  ca.l l our Destiny? 

· · · 

W MWIVlWMW MWMWNNvMWMWMWMWl�Mfv MVVMNMWN!V'JM\fvMWMNiv1WNNvMWMVvNfNNni\!MW1WVMWNNvMVV 
·A LOST NE'J:'-WORK OF ANC IENT WAYS 

The R,omans .refuted as original ·b uilder s· of' The Fos se Way 

-b y-

BARBARA CRUMP 

It . would .seem t o  be bey ond -do ub t  that · t he invisible s t r aight 
t rac k$_ as f'ir.st ... envisa ged by Alfred Wat kins , were in s ome f'o'rm 
evident .. at the t ime of' t he R oman occ up ation of' Britain at'  the·; 
beginning of'· our-. Chris t iA.n. Era , .as a b rief' s urv·ey I made la s t . 
summer of' the s o-c al led R omAn r oad between Bath and· Exeter · 
c lear l y  s hows • . "r.his p a rtic ul-ar r oad , perhap s m ore t han some 
o t hers .9 pr ogres ses in a series of' s h ort s t r aight ·s t re t c he s  
ob s.erved bes t  ona map , whic h dev iate a g o od deal. more than one 
would expec t a direc t r oad t o  d o , and it c ont � i ns·wit hin its· 
length two or t hree par tic ular ly e:p.igma tic p oi9-t s which have 
c aused muc h c ontroversy in the past amo�gs t .t he �!'c haeologic a l  
fraternity . · 

. . . 
Obviously I.  cann o t  give f'ul l det ails in a· s h o r t  Paper ;b ut 

c ommenc ing on a s t retch nor th of' B a t h  and pr oc eeding s outhward s ,  
I will indic ate an app aren t l y  impo�t ant des t ina t i on in.e i ther 
di. rec tion , omit ting numer ous '·'ma rks ", names , st o nes , or c amp s , etc. , 
on the way , and no t inferr ing t h a t  t he. lines or 'ley s neces s ar i l Y 
end . a t thes� plac es. I t  will·be obs erved.that in cover ing t his 
s mall sec tion alone there appear t o  be .. s ome m o s t imp ort ant · · 

lines,c overing a s  they d o , t he leng th and b read t h  of t he Britis h  
Isles . 

'·'F o s s e "  means a ditch or ;t renc h� an� therefore :i.t .se�ms 
ro6eib'1e :tha t t hese "way s " were orfginaily ind i c a ted by .means 
of ra i sed· mourid s  and di tc he·s ,  a_nd this may be one of the :few 
ex amp les remain i ng t o  ·s _how 'this. Perhap s· we have t he. Romane; t · o  
thank f o r  ma ki'ng s ome o f'  ·these sites ·more permanent through 
incorp orat ing t hem into _their r o ad - ways , t�ough .it i·S p r ob ably 
t ruer t o  s ay that they did m o re harm than g o od by over -riding 



them with their strnng negative i-nfluence _,.,:f war,and uncon­
sciously bringing the :final stages �:f man's materialism. 
1) A -porti:o:n.: of' -un-used track :from near Cirenc·ester to n-ear 
Malmesbury·_- {partly county _boundary) :follows· down squthwar4.�. over Gl-C::i"stc5n15ury·9 by Five· Dials M·ilestone at - Broadway to 
Sidbury Castle Hill. N.orthwards it ·reaches the TJincolnshire 
�0lds n�at Al:ford. - � - - - · - · 

;)rrhe l ��v-�r
� 

portion makes directly :for Salisbury Hill9the­
Temple of the Sun,overlooking the City of Bath. 
3) A two-mile portion ·tram Odd Down continues· south-west 
over the Blackdown Hills in Somerset towards Exe·ter and the 
Plymouth· ·Estuary. : · · 

4)- The f>·irst problem point at Radstock indicates: two import­
ant cross-ways:- a) From the north bank -of' the r'iver it con­
tinues north-west by Hautv-ille' s Quoits to South Wales near 
Caerleon. To the south-east -it goes_ to the important c·entre, 
on. Cold Kitchen Hill9and thence it r�aches the shelt-ered 
waters of Totland and Colwel i_ Ba_ys on the Isle of Wight. 
b) On �he soutp bank,a yvay comes :from Canningtol.l Camp .on 
the Bristol_Channel over Pen Hill and thence to· Liddington 
Castle and 'the hill- ab"ove U:f:fington White Horse,and on to­
wards the irr�gular Icknield Way near Whipsnade. (Another 
maz.e of Roman roads (?)to be sorted out! ) · - : 
5 )' South of Stratton-on-the-Fos-se a Way comes down _ :fro_m a 
well-def'ined settl-ement a·t Pitchcombe in Glouc-ester through 
by ·an old · cross-ways at Pye-Hill to Bridport fn th�· triang­
ulation o:f Whitesheet Hill,Eggardon,and Stonebarrow Hill, 
near Charmouth. 

It 'is possible that th� li:fle of' the Fosse Way past 
Shep_t.on Mallet. may be a later portion added by the Romans 
as it is· not so immediately apparent . where it links up9 
though it passes near to Stantonbury Hill. But i:f one pro­
ceeds -to Pye-Hill -there are -still quite clearly indic�ted 
three important cross-roads just at the side -- of' the present 
main road._The_north-south Way we haye already de�it with 
- No. 5. -

· 

6) From the north-west the Way comes-:from"the Dial- Hill at� 
C.levedon passing over the Mendip Hills and then away south­
east over Cold Harbout Heath to-Wareham and Corfe Castle 
in Dorset. 
7)  Coming from the south-west through another interesting 
cross-way still known as the Five Dial Milestone at 
Broadway (three miles west mf Ilminster }9 it passes over 
Pye-Hill ·and· clo.se by at least two "Cold . Harbours" ,it goes 
over Beacon Hill to the ancient Windmi-ll Hil1 and Barbary 
Ca,stle. 
8) ·continuing south�there is another cros��way at Stone :from 
the Beacon Batch on the Mendips -through to Cadbury Castle 
(or Camelot). , 



.... 
J . ..: ·- . ·. � ' 9 )"From thi,s point' -one g,ets a very d·irec t 1 ihe c �ming f'r om 

Bathampt on D own over a t ump at I l c he s ter t o  Lambert ' s  Castle 
!!.ill and the Dragon H ill at Lyme Regis . 

And s o  we c ome t o  ano ther very obvious .. �r o s s i ng at Stickle 
Br. _near Char l t on Adam c a using a very s udden deviat i on in the 
mod-Prn r oad., 

10) li•r om . the west c omes a Way f'rom North Dev on over t he Quan­
toc ks and c r o s s ing·· the old ox dr ove al ong the edge of' Cranb ­
ourne Chase 9 i t  ·pr oc �ed s . t o  the Cis sb ury Ring in Suss:ex .  

11) WhereRS on the t urn we f' ind ·a l i ne c'om ing f'r om Dar.tm o or in 
t he S�W9s t r a i ght thr o ugh the Five Dia l s  Cr o s sing t o  Lamya t t  
Peak and o n  t o  Br att on Ca s t le and We s.tb ury White Hor·se9Wilt s .  

1 2) Bo�t h  of this Cr o s s irtg .
. 
the r oad is d i rec ted exactly at Bt . 

Mic hael ' s  Hill at M o ntec-ute9 and s o  t hr ough t o  the Stoneb arrc;w­

H i l l 9near Charmout h. Northwards· this s ame l ine pic ks up p art 
of the �os se Way neRr Rad stock9and then p r oc eed s over the . 
Mount in Badm inton Par k to an area b ristling with s t o ne monu­
ments . ar ound Minc ·hinhampton and Cha lf ord near Str o udo 

13) The ma in Road bend$ westward s  at Ilc hester b ut still dees 
not entirely f'ollow the older tr ac k s till visib le ...;,. and mostly 
us�ble - d own t o  D i nningt on1where there appea�s to be a very 
c lear f or k i ng of the way s . However9fo l l owing the main l ine 
s outh-west9we reac h Sidbury Ca stle9and to the north-ea s t  .one 
ar r ives w ithin t h� Avebury. c omp��x-. 

14) There is one more sh ort stretc h of r oad labelled F o s se 
Way near TYetherle i gh H ill wh i c h  purp orts to g o. thr o ugh Axm i ­
nster t o  Sea t on9 b ut :In fact i s  i n  l i ne with Musb.ury Camp and_ 
Hawkesd own Camp2near ·Axmouth . F ollow ing th is line n or t h9w.e 
arrive at StRnton Drew C i r c le .  

15)  It i s  the ·r i ght fork at Dinnington whic h g oes d i rectly t o  
the Dartm o or set t l ement s via Dolb ury. Camp . 

. \ . 

Buttt needs a very big stretc h of t he im�gina t i on t o  ac c ­
ept thRt any par t of these anc ient W ays was b uil t b y  the Rom­
ane a s  a d irec t r oute b etween Bath and Exeter a s  t he map aut­
hor i t ies c ont inue t o  s t ate,and no d oub t  they wil l c ontinue t o  
d o  s o  unt il _more def i nite p�o of c an be g iven o f  a n  a l  t erJ;tat:iv.e 
reason f'or these innumer able line s . 

++++++++++++++++++++++++±++++++++++++t+++++++++++++++++++++++++ ++++++++++++++ . ' . 

THE LEY ON WHICH I �IVE by C i r c uml ibr a 

Per hap s· you als o. 1 ive, on a ley for there Rre ·s o  many g oing 
in s o  many d i f'ferent direc tions that if y ou were t o  mark them 
211 on y our map with a bR11-p oint pen the fea t ures beneath 
woul d be unrec ogni s ab leo F ortunately f'or the l ey hunter they 
are not a11 of equa l imp ortanc e or·· at any r a te they d o . n ot all 
nppe8r t o  be equa llY def ined . Th i s  enables tls to m ore easilY 
p1 o t  them on our map s and c hec k them on the gr ound. 

• 

• 



1 1  .. 
The f3atures wh ich determine the ley may vary con s ider­

ably accord ing to the· type of c otint ry thr ough· which the ley 
pa.s:?es, the ·age · at which th

.
ese features were es tabl i shed, the 

needs·· or des ires of the people l iving along the Tey etc . 
St one· man ipul8.ttng peop les have lef t the best rec ord as  their 
med ium is muc·h more permanent and s o hilly,r ocky c ' ountry can 
e:;ive us m ore and. ea s ier mater ial t o  ident ify our ley. . � . . 

Flatt er and more "I ived on" c ountryside has changed many 
t imes alth ough it  may �b� ob served that .later: usage appear s 
t o  c onf orm_ t o  ·w:hat mus t ��ve been a .muc h .older pat tern of 
s it ing .  One mus't look f ora suc h . It.ems as manor houses,wells, 
meres ·,cr o s ses,a t ree cl ump,art if ic ia1 hi l l , and many other 
ins ignif ic ant items not c ons idered w orthy of note by our 
c ar t ographer s .  

· 

The t rue ley hunter W ill n ot jus t depend on his  map b ut 
search aldng his  ley f or these les ser i tems . If he: i s  int�r­
ested ··in a par t ic ular age _then his  ley must pref'erably be in 
an area where suc h rema ins predom inate . I am sure he w il l  
s o on f ind three,f our o r  m ore p o int s t o  l ine up w ithin a c om-
parat ively shor t d i s t ance·.· .: : , .:. · 

Thft3
. 

ley_ on whic h  I Jive,:r O"f,'·t:h.e purpose of th i s  ar tic le , 
W i l l  be cons id�red, as  COJilpl�ny ing at an ancient .m onument Which 
many l o ok upon as a natur,§li-; 'feature of the landsc ape . It 
rema ins unacknowledged. by_·'the pund its although the Sunday 
tr ipper f inds i t  a·n inter'est i:o.g'venue f or his journey . Rob in 
H o od ' s  Str ide i s  the feature I. refer t o .  It .is an unusual­
landmark overlo ok ing the r oad b'etween Bakewell and Ashb ourne 
in Derb�shire,near t o  the V ill ag.e of El t on .  : · 

. . . 

The Stri.de c onsit?t9. br iefly of. tw o. s quare . c olumns . o:f 
r ock perched on the edge ·or· a . h i l l  and can be seen . over a 
fairly .w ide area . Many other, fe.atures are t o  be f ound nearby 
inc lud ing the.wel l  known_requ3. ins·. o� ·the opp os ite h ill9 
Stant on Moor . · ·If y ou d·o not· agree R oo in Hood's Str ide . i s  
Wor thy Of note then YOU W ill f ind a small Stone Circle Cl o Se 
by· f r om which you·c·ould �tart  t o  p l ot th i s  ley� · 

The bR�e· of tl).e- .S�V/ � c olumn i� ·underc ut and,. aga ins t thi s , 
t o  :t·orm an inver t.ed·:.v;a s lab of. s t one. has been placed . One 
may sc ra·mble through. the aper ture and th ink· nothing of it  and 
yet i t  could be very.j,mportant,espec ially as i t  marks the ley 
I am n ow ab out .to t raqe. Pos s iP.l Y  the most important ley f r om 
th i s  vantage p o int i s  the one in l ine with the tw o cplumns� 
but thab can be lef t f or another t ime . 

Tak ing the inverted V as the start ing p o int we w illJ 
pr oceed sever?-1 mi 1es to Queen Mary ' s Bower in Cha·tsw:orth 
Parko This i s  a srnall .build ing on ·a m ound reputed · t o  have 
been used by .Ma.ry Que en .of Sc ots when she was deta ined at 
Chatsw or th .  A cr i t ic would say the mound was t o  ra i se· . the 
bui ld ing ab ove any p os sible f·lo od· ing f r om the nearby r iver 
b ut as i t  i s  the f ocal · p o int of many leys I w ould .

. say i t  
w a s  there long bef ore the b uild ing . · 

· 



In·· this . d i s tr-i c t. the:...leys . are ·ma�ked by a v ar iety of" 
r� e a t ur e s  ; ·st and ing s t one s  9 shaped h i l l S 9 . st one c irc les 9 c l ump s 
of tpees 9 etc 0 rro keep thi-s art ic le of" � � a s onabl.e length we 
w il l  now .pas s on t o  the Rocks on Basl ow Hil l . • . Here another · 
l ean- t o  st one c an b-e ·f ound and al s o  a r ather strange. f"ea.t­
ure - a. jut t ing o ut r oc:k which when v iewed f r om a certain 
fl Y'  ..... , c; appears 1 ike the beak of" a b ird . Thi s  i s  a f"ea t ure 
Wl. u_ C h  may be seen i'n other pl aces a:rid COUld be taken f or 
w e a ther ing 9 but in this  inst ance a · s im i l ar p�o jec t i on at the 
rear of thi s  r ock i s  but t  ended . P os s ib ly this marks a 
c r o s s  ley 9but I would say i;t· has a · rather · imp ortant f unc t i on 
whic h i s  ·real lY anoihe� �t6�i.  

rro c ont inue al ong our ley we s o on c ome to a s ma l l  s t one 
e i rc l e  w i th s quat s t one s . In i t s  day i t  was p os s ib ly a v-

:ti1 -
age q hurch f or there are s igns· of" · anc i ent hab itat i on ne·arby o 
I?ass i

.
ng over a f-ew rriinor det a i l s  We c r os s the· v il l age o:r 

D ore •. Her e  hi s t ory was made when King Ecbert was  dec !':ared 
. King of" _Al l., Engl an4 •  = 

W e  are now almo s t  w i thin a b ui_l t  up area and l i t t le ·re .... 
ma ins except s ome r ather interest ing names :Whirl ow 9 High 
·s t orr.s 9 Greyst ones . High S t .:):rrs ha s · l ong b een an inhab i ted 
area ·and 'where· I · would expec t · t o  f ind a s tand ing s t one a · 
modern school J;l.OW s t ands  •. The - nature of" the s ite s ugges t s  
t o  me tha t i t  w0 s a meet ing place of" imp ortance where peo­
p l �. gather ed to ·d :i sp ense jus t ic e 9 rece ive · insp irat i on and 
help - tri - -· inak ing the ir dec i s i ons . - · · · · 

A short d i s t anc e - al ong 
'
the ·. ley and we reach_ Greyst on·es ;, 

but w i th l i t t le ev idence t o  show what f orm the "Greyst ones " 
t ook or where they were s ited . H6wever 9 the l ie of" the l and 
and cer t a in fea tures whic h c ould Wel l  have been lync het s 
sugg e s t  that L:ler e  was  a s-t one c irc le .  The last  tw o · ment i o­
ned s ites have a spec i a l  int eres t t o  me f or thi s  i s  the 
p a rt of tl}.e 1 ey on �hi e h  I 1 �v e  � 

Greyst ones s i te i s  in a c ommand ing p os it i on · and many . leys 
may be trRced f r om this p o int . UITf ortuna tely We are noW 
travell ing ac r o s s  an area that has Been buil t up f or a very 
l ong t i me . _ However,ou:C ley s o on p a s ses through two c hurc hes 
and an anc ient ·bur i al grormd .  ' Beyond this p o int the nature 
of the c ountry . c hanges and a s  I have sat i sf ied . myself f" r orh 
the examinat i on - of the ley between Rob in Hood t. s  S t r id e  and 
Gr ey s t ones 9 a  d i s t anc e o:r :· ab out 20 m i les·� that a ley d oes � - · 

ex i s t  I w il l  seek no fur ther exc ept t o  s ay that eventual lY 
we reach the C ity of" · York . 

Whi l s t  the . ley s o  traced may· be f ul l bf" intere s t ing 
fea tures I would not regard it · of" great . imp ortance 9 and yet 
p ara l l el leys may be noted on e i ther s ide at regular spac ­
ings and t ogether f' orm· a d iamond pattern: o:h. the map .; Now if" 
we m�rk a l l  the leys we ·c an · f ind in · thts area we a re b ac k  
t o  where we s t ar ted , a  map wi'th s o  many l fnes ac r o s s  i t  a s  
t o  bec ome a meaningles s 9 c onf us ed s mudge . 

• 
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We mus t s impl ify ac c ord ing ·t n "ur f ind ings and ·des ires .. 

�11-0 .. l Gys in thG b Rc kground c an b e  us ed t o  f ormul a t e  the pat­
t.$rn we w i sh to e s tabl i sh or .r ev ea l . · So  many a sp ec t s  pres ent 
thems elves  · aY_ld ·s o  we mus t sp ec. i al i s e  9 s Ry ,  Br on�,J.ge 9 or any 
,ag e __ f or tha t ma t t er ,  ev.en the :pr e s ent age f or 1 f o. oub t  but 
what our modern s it ings f it int o a def,ini t e  p a t t ern.  There 
�L s R r ea s on 9 though .many would d eny i t . 

M EGALI THIC Mt��HE��TICS 

Pol l ow ing the. d eb a t e  in The TJ :i s t ener on Mega l i thic ma ths 9 
Pr of .  R .  �J . C  .. Atk ins on wro t e  in January 22 i s s ue : " The Megal i ­
thic yard r e quir e s , and des erv e s ;ra ther mor e exp l ana t i on than 
MI� o  Br ic e '  s· app eal to •'an av erage p ac·e . ' It may b e , tho'"ugh I 
doubt f·t 51 that the qverage pac e t oday i s  pr ec i s e ly 2 .. 72f t . ; 
but ev en if i t  w er e 9 i t  would b e  irrelevant 9 s inc e pac e i s  
approx ima t ely p r op ort i·onal t o  s t·at ur e , and w e  know from the ir 
own s kel et ons tha t our prehi s t or i c  anc es t or s· had an· average 
·he ight s 'i gnif ic ant ly sbor t er than ours . W e  have no means of 
measur ing prehi s t or ic pa c es ; bu:t the s tandard Roman s ingl e 

1 . . 

p ac e app ears t o  have mea s ur ed 2 .. 43f t . , or 32 ins . l E? S S  than 
the Megal ithic  yard . It ha s l ong b een r ec ogni s ed that many 
F�nc i ent , .and s ome mod.ern , uni t s  of meas ur ement ar e t.o b e  d er­
iv ed , or.iginal 1Y , f r o.m the human b ody and .i t s  a.tt i tude$ or. 
c ust omRry mov ement s .  What . ma t t er s 9 howev er 51 is the .fldopt .i on of 
thes e� na t'ural prototyp e$ a s  s t andard i s ed uni.t s  w fth the . s 0me 
val lie · over a w id e  ar ea . :  Tha t is what Pr of .. · Thorn ' s :f igur es . 
RppAr entl y  ·show·; a;nd it  ne eds ra ther mor e than f oql i sh talk 
ab out av er Rge pac es  to  expla in i t  away . " 
* * * �� * * �:� * *  

. The Honourab l e  -Br insl ey · l. e Poer Trenc h  hRs agr eed t o  b e  
c·ha irrnn n  of the B UFOR.l\. evening on 1 eys and orthot eny this 
nutumn. 

NOTIC ES 

FLYING SAUC ER FAC TS 

UFO news and v i ews . uFO and The B ib l e  • .  Book r ev i ews  and 
skywatch r ep ort s .  order y�ur c opy now 2/- or 2/6 by . p os t  .. 
Spring i s sue out now . Order f r om Fr ed Gething 9 7 Aymer 
Dr {v e_9 Thurc r of t , Ro therham , Yorkshir e . 

, INS IGHT MAGA Z INE 

A · : ·j ourn� 1 d ea l ing w i th the d e ep er a sp ec t s  bf l if e  f or the 
sp i r i  t'UR1 1Y aware . 
C ont ents inc l ud e : w i thcraf t , c er emonial magic , The Quab al ah ,  
09 Q Ul t  f:r.a t erni t i es , c ompe.rr:t t iv e  r el igi ons etc . 
V\'r i t e now t o : �  " Ins ight " MagR z ine 9 � 1 8 W indham R oa(l 9 

_ . . · . B·ournemouth·, Rants . 
3/6 f or the c urr ent i s sue � 
1 4/- � or yearly sub sc r ipt i on (f our c op i es ) .  The latt er · 

inc l udes s ev eral Reader s v S erv ic es .  

1 ., � " 
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LETTERS 
·Fr om Jimmy Godd.a rd 9"-S hepp er t on o 

· " In answer t'o Dr � · Cl eary-Baker ' f?  que s t i on I would l ike t o  
s tat e thRt  I do not b el i ev e  the early inhab itant s of Br i t a in 
pos·s es s ed advanc ed sc i ent if ic _ s ec:r e t s , al though they w er e  ev i ­
dc:: ·_ :_ v  -w el l v··er s e'O.: i n  as t r onomy . · Ne i ther d o  I b el i ev e  tha t 
they walked ar ound in a s emi -tranc e , al though they may w el l  
hP ve  b e en sube onsc i ous ly induc. ed t o  build barr ows on c erta in 
s i t es . Thi s  ev en happ ens t o  thi s day 9 ther e i s  ev id enc e f or i t  
in t h e  s i t ing of a t al l  ob el isk almos t exac tly in the c entr e  
of the S omer s et Zod i ac o .A f r i end who knows the area w e l l · r em­
arked t q  m� tha t i t  wRs s t range that i t  should b e  bui l t  in 
s_�c h  an unp opul at.ed sp ot - yet it is c erta inl y not �nc i ent . 

My· own "')_ ey hunt ing exp er i enc e  has l ed me t o  agr e e w i th 
Dr . C l eary-Baker and to d i sagr ee  w i th Alf r ed Watkin·s , that the 
nnc t ent s wal ked s tra i ght a l ong the l eys � Ev en in op en c ountry 
areaB I hav e nev er ye t · b e en abl e  t o  d o· th i s , and I imagin·e i t  
would ha ve b een wor s e  i n  early t ime s . · The high p o ints may 
wel l hav e been us ed f or d ir ec t i on-f' ind ing by the p e op l e 9 hut 
the ac t ual al ignment s thems elv es s e em t o  me t o  b e  the r es ul t  
of a· much more advanc ed sc i snc e , whic h  of' c ours e  t i e-s · i n  w i th 
the i r . UFn v i s i t or s  .t oday , which al s o  s e em to ·be pr oduc t s  of 
advanc ed . t echnol ogy .  · · 

Regard ing Aime M i c he1 9 i t s eems odd t o  me that . he should 
hav·e inc l ud ed a map show ing thE; r el a t i onsh ip of h i s . BAVIC 

·. l ine . to prehi s t or ic c aye pa int ings d ep i c t ing UFOs in a r ec ent 
ar t ic l e  in . flying S auc er Rev i �w , if he no l onger c ons id er s  
ortho t eny val id . r:r:he · d i s c ov ery i s , inc id entally , v ery int er es t ­
ing as i t  s eems t o  s t r engthen· the idea of UFo-wor ship a s  
be ing partly resp ons ibl e f or the l ey sys t em .  

I would l ike t o  make a p o int her e ab out my own app�g9-c n 
t o  l eys and t o  knowl edge in general 9 though mR. ny w i l l  no 
doub t , d i s a gree . I do not b el i eve tha t my bra in , or Rnyone 
e1 s e ' s , ha s  c omp l e t e  inf orma t i on on thi s or any other s ub j ec t .  
'!'her ef or e i t s  f ind ings c A nnot b e  c omp l e t ely ac c ur at e 9 any more 
than c ould an ins mff ic i ent ly-programmed c omput er . And s o  I 
b el i ev e  i t  i s  v i tal t o  us e intui t i on in the s earc h 9 and then 
to us e the l ogic al f ac ul ty to s epara t e . the wheat f r om the 
c haff . Us i ng our own p er s onal int el l ec t  a l one , i t  s eems t o  me 
that : wr ong p erspec t iv e s  c an mqr e �a s i  l y  �e c r ea t ed o " .  

Fr om J . A . D .  Wedd �Chidd ing s t one � o 

" I  w a s  int er es t ed 9 and s omewhat f l a t t er ed 9 by Mr . Perret t ' s  
l e t t er in your Feb ruary numb er ;  and wel l r.ec a11 the c onf' er enc e  
on l eys and s t one c i rc l e s : wher e I mad e h i s  ac qua int anc e o  He 
is a ni p e 9 c ourt eous s or t  of man 9 and not i l l educ at ed .  The 
more shame on him , then , f or t el l ing you how. to run your ·maga­
z ine 9 esp ec ially wh-en he b:ids you b e  more' ·arr ogant ; :or so i t  
s e ems t o  me . . 

I was b e ing ent i r ely f ac t11a 1  in a s s er t ing tha t  Mr W i l l ­
iams wr i t es ab out a " g igant ic · p ow er network9  "and M r  • . Sykes 
and Mr . {'Tel s on r ef er to " mf.\gnet ic c urr- ent s " ; j us t  a s  it i s  
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s t i l l  a :f ac t  t ha t  Mr e P er r e t t  th inks , � r s a y s  he thinks , t hR t 
" ther e i s  8. l o t of nons ens e "  in the l a t e s t  L ey Hun t er s . If I 

w er e  t o  agr e e  w i th h i m  i n  that , i t i s  b ec a us e I th ink Mr o P e r ­
r e t t  h ims e lf s ays , o r  s e ems t o  s ay "Rhub arb , rhub arb . "  Tho s e  
a r e  our op i n i ons , and m ine i s  a n  op i n i on b ec a us e  I hav e  n o t  
quot ed h i m  c or r ec t l y in t ho s e  onoma t op o e i c  w ords . But i t  w o -
1 1 l.d  b e  :=t s uppr e s s i on o:f the :f ac t s t o  s t op a nyb ody s ay i ng Mr . 
1'. 2dd t h i nks Mr . P . s Rys Rhub a rb , rhub arb , no ma t t er wha t  m e a n i ng 
the w ords m i ght hav e . A quo t a t i on , i:f c or r e c t l y a t tr ib ut ed ,  
c a n b e  c l A s s ed a s  2 :f a c t . In c ont r a s t  t o  t h e  d i ehard s c i ­
ent i s t , I , a  d e s i gner/ar t i s t , r eac t t o  the w or d s  " m a gne t ic c ur ­
r ent 1 '  w i th w ond er a s  t o  wha t  new knowl edge m i ght b e  gl eaned 
:f r om them . D i no Kr a sp ed on wr i t e s : "A knowl edg e o:f ma gne t ic 
f i e l d s  is r e qu i r ed . You on Ear t h  d o  not yet d ef i n e  t h em c or ­
r ec t 1 y , b ut w e  know t ha t  the ma gne t i c  :f i el d  i s  mad e up o:f the 
' e l e c t r ic f l uid ' o:f the p l ane t . "  Tha t is a spac e man o:f:f er ing 

a c l ue , i:f w e  c ar e  t o  take i t  up ; unl e s s  F� a s p ed on i s  a c har l ­
P t a n , wh i c h  h e  may b e . Ind e ed , s c i ent i s t s  may know a l l  ther e i s  
t o  know ab out magne t i c :f i el d s  a l r e ady � I t  may b e  that sc i en­
t i s t s  a r e  i nc apab l e  o:f r ec e iv ing n ew id e a s , a nd w ha t we know 
a s  s c i enc e w i l l  d i e  out l ik e  t h e  d in o s aur s unl e s s i t  adap t s . 
The f ac t  - a l a s  i t  i s  a � R c t  - that I c an ' t  g iv e  a w or k i ng 
d ef in i t i on of '' e l ec t r ic f l uid " d o e s  no t s e em t o  me a g o od 
r e P s on :f or s upp r e s s i ng the :f ac t  w h i c h  I hav e  s t a t ed .  Nor w o ­
ul d i t  s e em uns c i ent i:f i c  ofi the ed i t or ' s  p a r t  t o  p ub l i sh s u­
c h  a f Rc t ; wher e a s  i t  i s  uns c i ent if i c  t o  argue tha t no ear t h  
p e op l e  c l a im t o  hav e r ec e iv ed s c i ent i:f i c  in:f or ma t i on :f r om 
c r ew s  of UFOs ; o r t o  s upp r e s s on tw i s t  the i r  c l a i m s . The 
h i ghe s t  author i t y I c an g iv e  :f or b e l i ev ing in t h e  l ey sy s t em ,  
wh ic h c ome s V i R our c ommon :f r i end , c om e s  :f r om j us t  t h i s  s our c e .  
Brtd l uc k  i:f y ou c an ' t sw a l l ow that , on gr o und s wh ic h you m i ght 
c a l l  s c i ent i:f ic , b ut wh i c h  I w ould app l y  a r ud er w ord t o : s h e er 
med i ev a l  p r e j ud i c e .  By a l l  means , d e a r  s c i ent i s t s , ke ep your 
s h8 c kl e s .  S inc e y ou d i s app o i n t  me a t  a l mo s t ev ery t e s t  o:f y o ur 
i ma g i na t i on , I d on ' t c o unt on y o u  and y o ur Es t ab l i s hment exc ep t 
t o  s uppr e s s the inc onv en i ent d e t a i l  whi c h d o e s  not qui t e  :f i t 
y our b o ok o  But p l e a s e Mr . P err e t t , d o not d a mn me b y  my quo t e s . 
Her e ' s one o:f y o ur s : " The t er m  ma gnet i s m , us ed s c i ent i:f i c a l lY 
ha s a d e:f in i t e mean ing , and one d o e s  not adv anc e know l edg e or 
und er s t and ing one w h i t  b y  d e s c r ib ing s ome o t her phenomenon a s  
magnet i c . "  Thi s  a s s um e s  the "de:f in i t e  mean i ng "  c anno t  b e  in 
any WP..y ex t end ed . Ye t h i s t or i c a l_ l .y i t  ha s mad e at l ea s t  one 
huge s t ep : when the ( t emp orary ) e l ec tr o - ma gne t s  w er e  s e en t o  
b ehav e i n  way s c omp arab l e t o  t h e  ( mor e or l e s s  p er manent ) mag­
net i c  l od e  s t one . Wa s t he r e  a P err e t t i c a l  anc e s t or who ar gued 
tha t  as magne t s  s t r i c t l y  c ome onl y fr om magne s i a , one d o e s n ' t 
advanc e khow l edge one wh i t  b y  d e s c r ib i ng s ome o ther phenomenon 
8 S  magne t i c ?  Oh . Mr . P err e t t , s uch a dr e ad:f ul quibb l e  ov er 
w ord s ! The t e s t  is s ur e l y  not whe ther the c hann e l  f or the new 
idea s i s  r e sp ec t A.b l e , l ik e  " th o s e ut i l i s ed in the p hys i c a l  s c -
i enc e s ' � ut whe t her they :f i t  the :f ac t s . F o r  e a c h  new i t em 
o:f our ment a l  enc yc l op a ed i a , ther e i s  a c har m i ng w ord , a un i t  o:f 
me � s ur e  o:f id e R s : the w hi t . Thank you Mr . P err e t t . May w e  a l l  
e xt end our hor i z ons b y  t en w h i t s  ev ery d ay . O r  d o  y ou mean the 
author i s ed , e a r t hb ound , br a i n-w a s h ed , sc i ent i:f i c  whi t ? "  


